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Tlio non-nn£i1 Ofdce Action, mailed May 2, 2005, considered claims 1-34 of the present 
application. In the OHicc Action, the Examiner has indicated that claims 19-34 are allowed, 
whilu claims 8 atid 15 are objeclal lo as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rcwrillcn in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and <iny intervening claims. Claims 1-4 and 11-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) cis 
being anticipated by Barton (U.S. Patent No. 6,163,842). Claims 5-7, 9, 10 and 16-18 were 
rejected under 35 U.S^C, § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barton (U.S. Patent No. 6,1 63>842). 
in view of the Rxaniiner taking official notice.^ 

By this paper, the specification has been amended in paragraph [02] of the originally filed 
application, so as to correct a mmor grammatical error. By this paper, claims 1, 4, 5, 10 and ]2 
; have been amended,^ while no claims have been added or cancelled, such that claims 1-34 
reninin pending. Of these, claims 1, 12, 19, 25 and 31 arc the only independent claims. 

.:; Uitic^ctions under 35 U.S.C. 102fc) 

Claims 1-4 and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) as being anticipated by 
IJiu lon (U.S. Patent No. 6,163,842). Applicants respectfully disagree and submit that the Barton 
reference docs not anticipate the present invention as recited in claims 1-4 arid 11-14, 
particularly as amended, in that it docs not teach or suggest each and every recited limitation, 

Initially, it will be noted thrvt the present invention is directed to a method (claim 1) and a 
computer program product (claim J 1) for digitally signing an electronic document such that the 
digilnl signature is embedded in this electronic document. As recited in claim 1, for example, the 
niclhod includes crcaling an electronic document by providijig content for iho electronic 
dociijncnt. Then, a signature block for each person signing the document is inserted arid 



* AlJiioiij^h llio piior an slafns nnrt some of the assertions made with regard lo llic cilcd art is not being challenged at 
lUis iumc, Applicants reserve ihc ii'?,ht to rhallengc the prior arl status and assertions niado with regard \q llio cited 
ort, fis well g<; any official notice, which was taken in Ihc iasil Office Action, at any appropriate time in the funu-u, 
should Ihc need arise, siicli as, for example in a subsoqucnt amendmcni or during prosecution of a rdaled 
• npplic^ition. 

Support for ihc claim anieiidmnnts is clt-arly found within paragraphs [010], [028], f041}, [06S] and Figures 3A- 
31:, urnoui; other passa^^es uud njjiirc.s of rhc originally liJcd apphcation. Accordingly, it is respcclfidly iiiibmitled 
llint the arncndimrnts lo ilie elainis do aiot ndd new niaUcr. and entry tlicrcof is Jtspectfnlly submitted. 
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embedded in this electronic docimtcnt, where each signature block has one or more attributes, 
jnclading at least a sigimt\iro attribute. Thereafter, when a person digitally sigiis the electronic 
document, one or more of the attributes are filled before the digital signature for Ihe electronic 
document is generated. When the digital signature is generatetl, the filled one or more attributes 
arc included and the digital signalitrc placed in the signature attribute of the signature block of 
the person digitally signing the electronic document. Further, ami as clarified by the above 
amendment, the signalurc attribulcs corresponds to the digital signature of the person digitally 
signing the document. 

Altho\igh Barton generally deals with methods for embedding attributes and digital 
3ign;ilinx?s in data blocks, Applicants note that the cited reference fails to teach a method which 



